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This invention relates to -improvements
in what are usually known as pocket clips,
such as are used- for fountain pens, pencils
and the like, and has particular reference
to clips of the kind swhich slip over and
engage the top of a pocket to prevent loss of
the article.

One difficuity experienced with prior clips
of the kind hag been that the clip might
become bent out of shape, either accidentally
or by forcing it over material of unusual
thickness. This rendered the clip inef-
fective to perform its intended purpose and
thereby made loss of the pen or pencil pos-
sible. . Tven if the condition was noticed,
it was hard to remedy it because of the
fact that the shaft or cap of the writing
instrument interfered with bending the clip
back to its correct position. One of the ob-
jects of this invention is to remedy this sit-
uation by providing a highly resilient clip
which will not be deformed bty unusual de-
flection and which will remain highly resil-
ient for an indefinite length of time.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a construction having the advantages
just stated which will permit using plated
or. ornamental rust-proof or non-corrosive
material for the part of the clip which is
exposed to view when in use without in-
terfering with the resiliency, also to provide
a construction whereby such material pro-
tects from rust or corresion a tempered
spring upon which the efiiciency of the de-
vice depends. Incidentally, the applicant’s
construction is such as to permit manufac-
ture at a comparatively low cost.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view, the invention consists in a novel con-
struction and combination of elements, the
novel features of which are pointed out in
the claims appended hereto and a preferred
embodiment of which is hereinafter de-
scribed with reference to the drawing ac-
companying ‘and forming a part of this
specification:

In said drawings:

Fig. 1 shows, on an enlarged scale, a
fountain pen cap partly in cross section,
with the novel construction applied.

Fig. 2 is a view in full side elevation
of a fountain pen cap equipped with one of
the new clips.

Fig. 3 shows the way in which the non-
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resilient part of the new pocket clip is at-
tached to a resilient spring.

Hig. 4 is a section on the line 4—4, Fig.
1, leoking in the direction of the arrow.

Fig, 5 is a section on the line 5—35, Fig.
1, looking in the direction of the arrow.

Fig. 6 is a detail of the non-resilient
part of the pocket clip before it has been
formed to engage the clip spring. ‘

- Fig. 7 is a detail of the inner cap or sleeve
which is inserted in the main cap of a foun-
tain pen and shows how the surface is
formed to engage the inner end of the spring
to hold it in position on the cap

The embodiment of the invention which is
shown in the drawing is one which is par-
ticularly adapted for use in connection with
a fountain pen. The cap 10 is provided
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with a short circumferential slot 11 which -

is preferably cut through the wall of the
cap at an angle to the radius of the cap.
Extending through the slot 11 is a spring
preferably formed of flat material having
a portion 13 extending parallel to and in
contact with the interior of the ecap. An
internal cap or tubular element 14 is suit-
ably formed as at 15 (Figs. 1 and 7) to en-

gage the inner end of the spring and fas-
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ten it in position in the cap. The portion -

16 of the spring which extends through the
opening 11 is formed at an acute angle
to the portion 13 of the spring and at its
outer end said portion 16 merges in a por-
tion 17 which extends parallel to and -out

of contact with the periphery of the cap.

This construction gives a configuration of
the spring which makes possible the ready
flexing of the spring under stress.

The pocket engaging portion of the clip
is preferably formed from a punching of
metal which may be non-resilient and is
suitable for plating or ornamentation. One
of these punchings or plates is shown at 18
in Fig. 6 in the shape it Thas before the
forming operations later described are per-
formed.

The free end of the element 18 has three
lugs or ears 19 which are formed around a
ball 22, Fig. 1, the manner of forming being
best shown on 23 in Fig. 3. The outer por-
tion 17 of the spring tapers slightly to-
wards its free end, the taper being so slight
that it cannot readily be shown in the draw-
ing. In attaching the element 18, wings 25
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are bent around and under the sides of the
spring - (as :shown .in Fige. 8.and 4) and a
lug or.extension 26 on the element is formed
around the curve of the spring where the
latter emerges from the cap. In the form
shown in the.drawing the end of extension
26 is in close juxtaposition to the periphery
of the cap, but it is -apparent that with a
suitable change in the slot the extension 26
may extend into or through the slot so as
better. to conceal and motect the spring.
This method of attachm«r the element 18 to
the spring is not . only a very satisfactory
.one but it serves also to protect the spring
from rust and corrosion. It isto be under-
stood, of course, that the assembling of the
spring and -element 18 is completed before
the assembled unit is attached to the cap
in ‘the manner previously -explained.

It is obvious from: the foregoing that the
construction shown anil de=eribed is a very
-effective one and that it ean be produced
-at a very low manufacturing cost.

‘While the embodiment shown' and de-
seribed is admirably adapted to fulfill the
-objects previously stated, the invention is ca-
pable of various modifications and changes
:all rcoming within the scope of the claims
which fo]low

What is claimed is:—

1. In a device of the character described.
the combination with a cap provided with
:anopening in its periphery, of a tempered
spring secured within the cap and having
‘a bent portion extending out through the
iopening, said - bent portion merging into 2
second portion extending sibstantially pa
-allel to and out of con’mct with the pempher
‘of the .cap, and a tust-proof pocket- clip
-element secured to and covering the e\temor
surfaces of said second portion of the s spring.

2. In a device of the character described,
‘the:combination with a tubular element pro-
vided with an opening through its periph-
ery, of a spring secured within the cap and

longitudinally of

longitudinally: of and . out of contact
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extending out through the opening and
comprising a flat portion .of -substantial
Iength parallel to and out of contact with
the periphery of the tubular element, said
portion being tapered slightly toward .its
free end, and a rust-proof pocket-clip ele-
ment provided with portions formed to en-
wwe over ‘the tapered sides of the spring
and shaped to cover snugly the portion of

the spring emerging from the cap.

3. In a device of the character described,
a ‘tubular member promded with a short

cireumterentially extending slot: atempered

steel gpring e\Len'hna Unmwh sald s lot and

having oiie portion 1\arallel to and in con-
tact with the interior surface of the tubular-

meniber and a second portion parallel:to and
out of contact with the exterior of the tub-

ular menber, a cylindreical element ingerted
in the tubular member to engage the spring

and fasten the same in position. and a non-
corrosive clip. element secured to said see-
ond portion of the spring and shaped +to

fit around and ‘over -the -portions of the

spring which ave outside of the cap.
4. In a device of the character desmlbed
cap meniber pro wded with an’opening in
{he side wall, a spring member made from
fat-stock having -a_ first portion extending
and secured ‘In contact
with the interior of the cap. a second por-
tion formed at an acute angle ‘to said first
portion and extending thrmmh the slot in

the cap, and a third portl(m extending ‘at

an acute -angle from the second portion
with
and a clip member
outer surfaces-of the

the exterior of the cap;
shaped to fit over the
portions of the spring which are outside of
the cap and fmmed to engage over the sides
of the spring.

In testimony whereof T hereto -aflix my
signature.

BENJAMIN W. HANLE.
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